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LOOKING BACK WITH MOLLY 
By Molly Smith 

 

With preparations now made for the 
celebration of Walpole's 85th 

anniversary, it seems the right time to 
look back on the “Back to Walpole” 
celebrations in October 1980 for the 
50th anniversary of the town.  
 Ross Young was the president of the 

organising committee and yours truly 
was the secretary. 
 The weekend was a huge success; 
“a weekend to remember” was how 

one former resident described the 
occasion. 
 Hundreds of former residents “made 
the trip back” to join whole-heartedly 
in the activities for the golden jubilee. 
 On the Saturday the oval assumed a 
gala atmosphere with stalls, displays, 
pony rides, fairground equipment and 

(Continued on page 17) 

(L-R) Harley Swarbrick, Frank Thompson, Nanna Hull, Mrs Armstrong, 
Tom Swarbrick, and Terry Swarbrick at the celebrations. Pic: Molly Smith; 

Albany Advertiser, Oct 16, 1980. 

Fun for all at Walpole’s 50th 
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OUTBOARD FOR SALE 

70HP Johnson motor (still on boat) 

$200. Ph: 0429 401 245 

RENTAL HOME SOUGHT 

Please call Sammy 0458 770 025 

sporting activities to occupy young 
and old. 
 An all-time record crowd of 700 
people attended the dance at the 

Community Hall on Saturday night, 
which spilled over into the lesser 

hall and supper room.  
 Three different musical groups 

took turns to provide some 
rollicking music for dancing.  
 The dance was followed by an 
angling competition which 
continued until Sunday evening. 
 The perfect spring weather on 

Sunday was ideal for the varied 
excursions which followed the 

morning church services. 
 Visitors and locals alike found 

much to interest them in the scenic 
flights, boat trips, mill displays, 
bush walks, MG cars and bus trips. 

 It was indeed a wonderful 
weekend of nostalgia with many of 

those attending greeting friends not 
seen for 20 or 30 years or more. 
 As well as being an outstanding 
success, the weekend brought about 
the provision of our delightful 
Pioneer Park.  
 Prior to the celebrations that area 
was—to put it mildly—an eyesore. 
 The ongoing determination of 
Ross Young to turn that piece of 

land into a park to be enjoyed by all 
was rewarded when the Manjimup 
Shire Council gave their permission 
for his plan.  
 Work started immediately and 
many donations were forthcoming 
from district people to assist with 
the cleaning up process.  
 The full potential of the park was 

not realised by the “Back to 
Walpole” 50th Anniversary weekend 

but work was definitely underway.  
 And now we celebrate 85 years. 
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Kids in a tug-of-war on the Walpole football oval. Pic: Scanned clipping from 
the Western Farmer & Grazier 


