Looking Back…with Molly Smith
Forty years ago on an
October morning in
1978, the community
of Walpole woke to
the almost
unbelievable news
that the iconic
Tinglewood Lodge on
the Deep River had
been destroyed by fire
overnight.
Tinglewood was an
extremely popular
accommodation
centre and at the time
the owners – Peter
Harbin and his father
Leslie - were catering
for an organised
dinner for invited
guests. A backpacker
knocked on the door
seeking
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accommodation and it
was explained that a room and a light meal in the kitchen could
be provided. However, the traveller decided to manage with
whatever he had with him. Unfortunately he set up a gas stove
on the bed and lit it to cook his meal…
Peter and his father (both now deceased) were devestated by
this tragedy but said later that they were overwhelmed by the
support from both the community and all over Western Australia.
The pair soon made the decision to rebuild. A government backed loan made this possible and just six months later, on
April 21st 1979, the new Tinglewood Homestead was opened by
the then Minister for Tourism, Graham McKinnon.
Peter and his father decided on quite a different design for the
new building with majestic gothic archways replacing the early
colonial style of the first Tinglewood. A wood stove is again part
of kitchen …the Harbins purchased this from the Weld Hotel in
Albany, which has since been demolished. A sum of money
raised through an appeal launched in Perth provided a stained
glass window depicting the stately structure of the original
building and two panels of timber salvaged
from the fire and carved by Frank Thompson (Jnr) are set either
side of the window.
The original Tinglewood was built from hand hewn bush timber
between the years 1923 and 1926 by early settlers Frank
Thompson (Snr) and his family who settled on the Deep River in
1911.
The Harbin family purchased Tinglewood Lodge in 1956 and
sold the property in 1994.

You are invited to a Sunday afternoon of music
and refreshments this weekend
(24th September)
at 26 Nockolds Street 1- 3 pm
Come along and enjoy
Art and Woodwork
By Penny Bird and Harvey Heil
with delicious morsels by Tash Viner
of The Pantry Pedlar
Live music by Leanna Shoveller and Katie Steed
Hope to see you there. Bring Sunshine.
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