LOOKING BACK…...with Molly

Classifieds
For Sale
Fibreglass Dinghy, 3m with oars $200 ono.
Call 0427 443 757

Wanted
Hilux Workmate single cab-chassis 4x2, 2010 or
later, and in excellent mechanical condition.
Please call Frank on 0439 958 312 to discuss.

For Sale
Free range hens $10 each. Roosters, spectacular.
Phone: 9840 1880

For Sale
Orbit Recumbent Exercycle
Hardly used, owner moved. $195 as new – less
than half price
Functions include: Time, distance, Calories used,
pulse.
Cliff Jefferson 9840 8486, or 042 8408486.

In a recent
article,
Mike
Messenger
said that the
community
of Walpole
came under
two
headings:
those who
were born
here and
those who
Sir James Mitchell
had chosen to
move here. This prompted me to look out the
following story of those intrepid settlers who made it
all happen.
In the beginning...
Eighty-seven years ago the vibrant town of Walpole
was scarcely a dot on a map. However the area was
certainly a gleam in the eye of Sir James Mitchell
who was determined that it be developed into
farming country.
continued on page 9...
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What’s on offer in and around Walpole this week...
Bow Bridge Road House ‘Homemade burgers, coffee, cakes, fish and chips, liquor and groceries.’
Open Wed-Fri, 9:am-5:00pm, Sat-Sun, 9:am - 4:pm, closed Mon-Tues.
Banksia Cafe & Restaurant
Delicious Food, a Relaxing Atmosphere and Consistently Great Coffee! Welcome to the Banksia Experience.
Open for Breakfast & Lunch: Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday 7am - 3pm .
Open for Breakfast & Lunch: Wednesday & Thursday 7am - 3pm Takeaway Window Only - Outdoor Seating Available.
The Nornabar ‘Delicious Food, Friendly Service, Local Wines Beers and Cocktails.’
Closed - reopen 5th August 2020
Peaceful Bay Fish and Chips ‘Locally caught line fish directly from the continental shelf off Peaceful Bay’
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, closed Tuesday - Sat-Sun 9am - 5pm
Philippine Magic Café ‘Licensed family restaurant,’
Open 8am to 8pm every day, Thursday 8am to 3pm. Bookings welcome.
Top Deck Café ‘All our food is made fresh!’
Open Tuesday to Saturday 9am-2pm Dinner 5.30pm-8pm, Nockolds Street , Walpole
Walpole Hotel/ Motel ‘Open for Dinner 7 days a week’
Mon-Fri Lunch 12pm-2pm, Dinner 7 days a week 6pm - 8pm, Cnr Boronia Ave & South West Hwy, Walpole
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...from page 8
The depression years of 1928 and 1929 were
extremely difficult years for all and the working
man was hard put to make ends meet for his family
due to the shortage of jobs.
This strengthened the resolve of Sir James and he
instigated the Nornalup Land Settlement Scheme
which called for healthy family men to take up land
in the area. An advertisement to this effect drew
many applicants and, following the initial
interviews, one hundred men were selected to form
the nucleus of the infant settlement.
The men travelled to Nornalup by train and from
there to the main camp in what is now Walpole, by
truck. Poor weather hampered the trip and the
difficulty in setting up camp in such conditions
together with coping with mosquitoes certainly
would have dampened any enthusiasm the group
had.
One of them was the late Jack Clarke, who later said
that he wished he could turn around and go home!
Next morning, however, when Jack visited the store
for provisions he couldn't resist buying some fishing
tackle that was on display. Later in the day he set up
his line and cast in from the shore of the inlet and it
wasn't long before he landed a decent size black
bream! Jack admitted that things looked a lot
brighter and even the sun was shining!
This initial group of settlers were the road makers.
They followed the team of men surveying the
blocks. In all, 85 out of the 100 blocks were settled.
Some areas proved to be unfit and some new settlers
could not cope with the difficult conditions and left
soon after arrival.
The men were formed into groups of ten and each
gang sent to different parts of the area to begin
roadmaking – which in some areas could be fraught
with difficulty. When some roads were completed
and blocks surveyed the men obtained their blocks
by ballot. They did have the option of obtaining a
block or continuing to work on the roads. When the
property was allocated, each man collected a tent
(8 x 10 ft) provided by the Scheme which he erected
on his holding after clearing a suitable site.
It is difficult for us to even imagine the thoughts and
feelings of these men faced with the responsibility
of setting the wheels of the venture in motion.
Without their courage and determination the scheme
would have been a failure.
~Molly Smith

Do you like farms? Do you like surveys? Oh boy, do
I have the thing for you!
If you head to surveymonkey.com, you’ll be able to
participate in a short anonymous survey intended to
provide the National Farmers' Federation with a
greater understanding of workforce requirements on
Australian farms. By filling out the survey
questiions , you’ll be helping ensure that farmer’s
interests are being protected on a national level.
The survey can be found here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WH7VSTN

Gary Muir Eco Warrior
Environmental Educator
Walpole’s own Gary Muir has
launched his own podcast! The
website describes Gary as
passionate about the stunning
Nornalup Inlet situated on the
South West Coast of Western
Australia near the delightful
town of Walpole. Surrounded by the unique and
breathtaking karri, tingle, jarrah and red gum forests,
Gary's family's connection to one of the most
beautiful parts of the world is a fascinating story.
So if this sounds like something you’d be interested
in listening to, or if you’d like to support Gary in this
new venture, head over to: https://player.fm/series/allthe-dirt-gardening-sustainability-and-food/gary-muir-ecowarrior-environmental-educator where the first episode

is already live!

I didn't know fish had to wear these masks!
We are thinking of you Melbourne!
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